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Grace and Peace to you during this Advent Season 

I have already heard the sounds of my childhood home waft up the staircase in my      
current home:  

 ñWelcome Christmas, come this way 
      Fahoo fores dahoo dores 

         Welcome Christmas, Christmas Day! 
    Welcome, welcome fahoo ramus 
    Welcome, welcome dahoo damus 
    Christmas Day is in our grasp 
 so long as we have hands to clasp 
      Fahoo fores dahoo doreséò 

And then, I hear the unmistakable sound of the narratorõs voice boom:      òEvery Who 
down in Whoville, the tall and the small, was singing-- without any presents at all!ò 

And then, I flip through the news, with headlines wondering if Christmas presents will 

arrive on time, as shipping containers located outside the ports of Long Beach and Los 

Angeles are detained.  And then, I hear other parents in exasperated voices declare that 

they have heard there will be shortages of presents...or...make sure you get your gifts 

early!  I have heard these sentiments on the news, on social media, on the radio, and 

from people I encounter.   

And, I wonder, when did we start living a real -life, òHow the Grinch Stole Christmas?!!ó  

Because, the closer and closer we get to the holiday, the more and more Dr. Seussõs   

story is prophetic.   

But, we here in the church are used to prophecy.  We are about to start our annual     

journey through the Hebrew Scriptures, reading them with the eyes of expectation.  We 

will encounter a young woman and her fiancé, we will hear dreams of peace, of a town 

called Bethlehem, and of angels and promise.  Even as the world around trembles with 

fear that Christmas might not appear, we will sing the familiar verses of òO Come, O 

Come, Emmanuel.ó  We will watch our children practice lines and memorize songs.  We 

will hang lights and bake cookies.  We will gather (safely) with our friends, family, and 

neighbors, and laugh, drink, and be merry.  And, we will enter into a season that is not 

heaped with packages, ribbons, and bows, but with promises and traditions that       

nothing --not a pandemic, labor shortages, nor supply chain delays --can destroy.         

Because we know about prophecy.  And promises.  And hymns.   

There is nothing any power or any Grinch can do to keep us from holding candles,    

embracing each other, and celebrating that Christmas is in our grasp.  And, no matter 

what happens between today and December 24, I know that we will find ourselves sing-

ing on Christmas Eve with the Whos.  But, our song will go something like this:  

   Joy to the world! The Lord is come  

         Let earth receive her King!  

        Let every heart prepare Him room      

 And heaven and nature sing  

 And heaven and nature sing  

      And heaven, and heaven and nature sing  

      Blessings to you this Advent, and a very Merry Christmas, 

Pastor Ashley  
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                             SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR DECEMBER 

    

   5   Make Ready   Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philemon 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-16 

 12   Look Forward  Zephaniah 3:14-20  

 19   Moving with Maryõs Song   Micah 5:2-5; Luke 1:46b-55; Psalm 80-1-7; Hebrews 10:5-10;                  

        Luke 1:39-55 

 26   Who Is This Child?   1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 

Thank you for your assistance in honoring Pilgrimõs gathering guidelines as we continue our ongoing goal to keep 

everyone safe and healthy!  Our current church COVID -19 Protocol: 

¶ ]Masks are still required unless there are medical reasons for not wearing them. 

¶ All center pews and center right pews are now open for seating.  If you are comfortable with this arrangement, you are 

now welcome to sit in any of these pews. 

¶ For those wishing to maintain the 6ô social distancing, the far left pews are now reserved for the extra social separation.  
An usher will assist you with seating. 

 Please contact the office anytime with questions or concerns:  officemgr@pilgrimuccgrafton.org  or 262-377-2640.     

Poinsettia orders for the sanctuary are due 
December 3 - please select from the choices 
below, then email your selection, as well as 
the tribute for our bulletin. Your payment 
may be made online or sent or 
brought to church. Thank you! 

Red or white poinsettia:                   
$12 or $20 

                                      SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 - 1:00 pm  

       Join Pilgrim Care Team members for    

      their annual caroling event.  Please    

      Contact Cory Jepsen-Hobbs to attend           

       or with questions: 

                               lulusmom@wi.rr.com 

ADVENT Season Worship and Study at Pilgrim 
§ Worship Services .  Join us at 8 and 10:30 for worship services, which include our special Advent 

Candle Lighting. Our services also continue to be recorded and sent via email on Sunday mornings. 

§ Adult Study .  All are welcome Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:15 in the Media Room.  Beginning Dec 5, 
we will begin a new 6-week video series called Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks,  
hosted by Diana Butler-Bass.  We will learn how to move through the Advent season with gratitude and 
generosity.   

§ Weekly Vesper Services .  Pastor Ashley continues Wednesday Vesper Service at 7:00 pm via Zoom.  
These links are sent out on Wednesday mornings. 

§ Childrenõs Christmas Program:  Sunday, December 19, 10:30 am  - òLight of the Worldó  
§ Blue Christmas/Longest Night Service, December 21, 7:00 pm   Pastor Ashley will lead this special in-person 

service.  While we do have feelings of Joy during this season, there are many who feel sadness, fear, and           
anxiety, especially throughout a year of great challenge.  

§ Christmas Eve Services:   Friday, December 24, 3:00 / 5:00 / 9:00 pm     We are excited to return to our 
Christmas Eve in-person services, and we look forward to sharing the Blessings of Christmas with you.  

    Hanging of the Greens Event 
The Worship Committee has set Tuesday, November 30 and Wednes-

day, December 1 - both at 6:30 pm - for our annual decorating of the 

sanctuary and narthex.  A few extra hands will be helpful to compete 

the work.  If you are available to help on either of those days, please 

contact Cherie Burton (414)335 -9012), cmb.wisc@gmail.com or         

Ron Wildasin (262 -377 -9547),  ron.wildasin@yahoo.com   Thank you.  

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE -  DECEMBER 31  

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING:        

         SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, 2022  
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FAMILY PROMISE BACK-TO-SCHOOL DRIVEðThanks to your generosity, we donated a 
total of 450 pounds of non-perishable food items in September.  Over 500 families come to 
Family Sharing regularly and depend on them for groceries, school supplies, childrenôs winter 
coats, personal care items, and household necessities.  Our contribution enables them to 
share with our neighbors in a meaningful way.  Thank you. 

NEIGHBORS IN NEEDð We have collected a total of $900.  The focus this year is on sup-
porting organizations and projects that are serving homeless and immigrant neighbors or communities.  Thank 
you so much for opening your heart to this special UCC offering. 

MOUNT HOREB CHILDRENôS CHRISTMAS GIFT DONATIONðAs of November 8, we received donations 
totaling $765,which will go to Mount Horebôs volunteers to purchase and wrap childrenôs Christmas gifts from 
Pilgrim.  This Mission project is being handled differently this year, but our love and support of Mount Horeb, 
our Sister Church, is still shining through.  Thank you. 

THE CHRISTMAS FUNDðGood news...Great joy...ALL the people!  ñThank Youò gift checks go out each   
December to our lower-income retirees through this special UCC offering.  Since March of last year, our lives 

have been disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic, and many have experienced great loss.  
These months have also had a profound impact on UCC clergy and congregations - physi-
cally, spiritually, and financially. We have labored through this difficult time together, and 
because of gifts to the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross, our active and retired 
pastors who have been affected the most know they are not alone.                                                 
Your gift to The Christmas Fund makes a huge difference and brings great joy!   

We will be accepting donations through December.  You may drop your donation in the collection plate and 
mark your envelope, ñChristmas Fund,ò or use Pilgrimôs online donation site.  As an alternative, you may      
donate directly and securely at www.christmasfund.org.  By making a donation, you are bringing joy to those 
who have given so much to our church. 

10th ANNUAL EMPTY BOWLS, FULL HEARTS! Those who attended the October 29 luncheon at the       
Grafton High School were invited to sample eight different soups prepared by local restaurants and the Grafton 
High School culinary class.  Proceeds from this event benefited the Family Sharing Food Pantry.  For more 
information about Family Sharingôs food pantry/upscale resale shop, go to www.familysharingozaukee.org.  

MR. BOB'S UNDER THE BRIDGE MINISTRYðDonations are accepted at their warehouse site located in the 
Ozaukee Nonprofit Center, 2360 Dakota Drive on Mondays from 4-6 pm and Thursdays from 6-7 pm.  Drive 
around to the back and volunteers will unload your donations for you.  

EMPTY RX BOTTLESðThere is a collection bin located in the carport entrance for your empty amber         
prescription vials.  Please recycle all other pill containers, as they cannot be used.  Thank you.  

ST. BENôs COMMUNITY MEAL - Weôve been partnering with St. Joeôs on the first Friday of each month for 
many years.  They made the main course and we provided the desserts.  At this time, St. Joeôs is putting     
together 50 bag lunches and have enough helpers.  So, until we get the word from them, desserts will not be 
needed.  Thank you to so many who faithfully helped us provide the desserts when needed.  We will be       
contacted when the Community Meal program opens up completely. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD TO 2022: 
Valentines for Veterans - The Childrenôs Ministry team will be working us the children to create Valentine 
cards, which will be delivered to Zablocki Medical Center.  We would like to include a bag of small assorted 
candy to go along with each card.  We need to deliver the cards and candy by the end of 
January.  We will     collect candy donations January 9-23.  There will be a small bin in the 
Narthex for candy donations. 
Winter Food Drive for Family Sharing - We will be holding a non-perishable food drive for 
Family Sharing from mid-January through February 13.  Watch for details in the January 
PP. 
Warming Room Support - We will be accepting donations in January to, once again, help 
with expenses when Repairers of the Breach and St. Benôs Warming Rooms remain open during the cold win-
ter nights. 
 

ºShe opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy.»   -Proverbs 31:20 
 



Page 4                                CHILDRENõS MINISTRY 

Pilgrim Childrenôs Hour  
 

1st - 6th Graders 

10:25 am - 11:30 am 
 

3K - 5 K 
After Childrenôs Time during the 10:30 service 

            Looking to make a difference in a childôs life? 
Volunteer with Pilgrim Children's Ministry! Volunteers are needed to teach lessons (which 
are created for you), assist with the Children's Christmas Program, decorate and lead stations 

for Vacation Bible School, and more!  Contact us BELOW for more information! 

 

      Upcoming Dates: 

Ý Dec. 19 -     Childrenôs Christmas Program                              
     and Family Service Sunday 

 

Ý Dec 26 &    No Childrenôs Programming 

        Jan. 2        
 
Ý Jan. 9    Pilgrim Childrenôs Hour Returns 
 
 

       Contact the Childrenôs Ministry Team: 

       pilgrimchildrensministry@gmail.com 

Childrenôs Ministry Coordinators: 

Sue Steckel, Tracey Van Ryzin, Suzanne Beck 

 

      Devon Polzar - Early Education/Middle School                            
                               Education Coordinator 

 
    Position to be Filled:     Childrenôs Ministry                                       
                                           Music Director 

Sunday, December 19   Intergenerational Worship Services are held on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month at 10:30 am.  Pilgrim Children's Hour will NOT be meeting as families are invited to join    
together in worship that day instead.  Click here for the sign up if your child would like to acolyte, 
read scripture, or help with usher duties (acolyting is for 3rd grade and above). 

Thank you to all those who donated items to our       
Childrenõs Mini-Mission Project in November in support 

of the Afghan Refugees.  Your donations will be        

welcomed by those in need! 

        Children½s Christmas Program Schedule 
                                                              December 5 -  

Christmas Program Practice Sunday during Childrenõs Hour (10:25 -  11:30)  

December 12 -  

Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal in Sanctuary  ***9:15am -  10:15 am***  

& Childrenõs Christmas Party -  10:15 am -  11:15 am  

December 19 -  

Christmas Program Sunday (10:30 service) ...children should arrive by 10:15 am  

https://signup.com/go/yEmANda
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                             7th/8th Grade 
                        Confirmation Classes 
          Wednesday evenings from  6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 
 

*Masks required and social distancing - Click here to sign up for class reminders 

 Youth Christmas Cookie Bake Sale - Sunday, December 12 

Buy a plate of Christmas Cookies after the services; proceeds will go         

towards funding the Youth Mission Trip.  Youth and Adult Volunteers are 

needed for Baking and selling! Sign up to help here: 

Cookie Bake Sign Up Genius 

Cookie Bake Supplies Needed By Dec 8:   Granulated Sugar, All-

Purpose Flour, Baking Powder, Butter (put in fridge), Eggs (put in fridge), Vanilla Extract, Pretzel Rods-Large, Decorating 

Sprinkles, Mini Chocolate Chips, Mini M&Môs, Crushed Nuts, Candy Pieces, Melting Chocolate, Ribbon, Paper Plates,    

Decorative Bags. Food Coloring, monetary donations to offset cost of supplies 

     Confirmation Class Christmas Party - Wednesday, Dec. 15   6:30pm - 8:00 pm 

                   Bring a snack/treat to share :) 

    **No classes on Dec. 22 or Dec. 29...Classes resume on Jan. 5** 

 

 Youth Mission Trip with Appalachia Service Project ; Confirmed Dates:  July 9 - July 16, 2022 

  Open to Youth in 8th-12th grades.    While we wonõt have confirmation of our exact             

location until April, we will be somewhere in the Appalachia Area (West Virginia,                    

Kentucky, etc.)  Watch for a Mission Trip Informational Meeting in early 2022 

 
 

         2021 Confirmands 
 

Riley Madison Rose Bergman 
Siena Marie Carli 
Devin Scott Dubord 

Miriam Caro Johannah Hart 
Ty David Mekelburg 
Vincent Carl Moede 
Thomas Lee Peterson 
Matthew David Sauer 
Sophie Joyce Schumaker 
Allison Fae Suber 
Tyler Owen Swenson 
Sydney Marie Wooten 
Evan Jon Zimbelman 

Nora Elizabeth Zimbelman 
 

Confirmation Leaders:  Rachel Grossman-Zack,                        
Megan Claeys, and Rev Ashley Nolte 

 
Contact the Youth Ministries Team 

pilgrimyouthministriesgrafton@gmail.com     

 Elementary/Middle School Coordinator 

Devon Polzar    

Middle/High School Coordinator 

Meg Claeys 

http://rmd.at/pilgrimcon
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050448ABA72EA0F58-cookie1
mailto:pilgrimyouthministriesgrafton@gmail.com















